Users Served:   Disabled persons, teachers, health care professionals.

The Organization; The Friedreich's Ataxia Group in America, Inc. (FAGA) is a nonprofit
organization founded in 1969 by people who have this genetic disorder, Friedreich's ataxia
is characterized by a slow, progressive loss of function of those parts of the nervous system
that control coordination, curvatures of the feet and spine, and heart abnormalities.
Diabetes and problems with vision and hearing may also develop. FAGA focuses on the
physical and emotional well-being of individuals and their families, support of research into
the cause and treatment of FA and education about this disorder. Information and support
is provided through 22 state chapters.

Information Services: FAGA publishes a newsletter three times a year to share information
about members, chapter activities, research developments, legislation and related topics. The
group also publishes a brochure explaining FA. Referrals are made to the Muscular
Dystrophy Association, which offers free clinical services for people with FA, including the
provision of orthopedic aids. Membership information (no dues) may be obtained by writing
to the organization.

Gaucher's Disease Registry (GDR)

4418 E Chapman

No. 139

Oranee, CA   92669

(714f532-2212

Handicapping Conditions Served:   Gaucher's disease (all types).
Users Served:   Disabled persons, parents, physicians, geneticists.

The Organization: Gaucher's Disease Registry (GDR) is a self-help group established in 1980
to locate affected persons and to disseminate information about this genetic disease which
causes enlargement of the liver and spleen and deterioration of the bones,

Information Services; GDR acts as a clearinghouse of information on research, symptoms,
and day-to-day management of the disease. A bimonthly newsletter, Gaucher's Disease
Registry Newsletter, is sent to all members and interested persons. It contains material
relevant to GD, such as health news, disability aids, research developments and activities of
support groups. Fact sheets and general materials are available to anyone requesting
information. GDR can make referrals to physicians and genetics clinics.

Gazette International Networking Institute (G,I.N.I.)
4502 Maryland Avenue
St. Louis. MO   63108
(314) 361-0475

Handicapping Conditions Served:   Physical disabilities.

Users Served:   Disabled persons, physicians, physical therapists, occupational therapists,
respiratory therapists, social workers, nurses, rehabilitation counselors.

45ilies of adults who have been stricken with chronic or progressive brain disorders
